
In Philippians 1:1 Paul refers to himself as a servant of Jesus Christ. The picture of a servant is 
used in Deuteronomy 15:12-18. Read these verses and answer the following questions: 
 

1. How long was a man allowed to keep a slave? 
 

2. What set a slave free, what did he have to do? 
 

3. According to this passage, some slaves did not choose to be set free. Why? 
a. List the reasons. 

 
4. What was the slave to do if he did not choose to leave his master? 

 
5. What would the master do? 

 
6. What mark in the servant’s body show people that he was a servant? 

 
According to what you have seen in Deuteronomy, why do you think Paul would call himself a 
servant of Jesus Christ? 
 
 
Read Philippians 1:3-11 

1. List what you observe about Paul’s feelings toward those in Philippi. 
 

2. Now list what Paul prays for them. 
 

Using Paul’s prayer as an example, pray it for someone whom you have on your heart. If you 
will pray audibly, it will help you remember scripture! 
 
Read Philippians 1:12-18. Why was Paul in prison? 
 
Paul’s imprisonment caused the people to preach Christ for two reasons. List the reasons. 
 
How did Paul feel about this and why? Think about this in the light of all you have learned 
about Paul from Chapter 1. What does this tell you about Paul? 
 
Application: 
 
So many people fear death… and rightly so if they do not have Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. But what about the Christian and death? 
 

1. When Christ died, He was the firstborn from the dead, the first to enter heaven. His 
entry into heaven opened the way for a Christian’s spirit and soul to go to heaven when 
he dies. Paul looked forward to death. Why? Answer this question from Philippians 1. 

 



2. If you are a child of God, what happens to the “real you” living inside your body when 
you die? 
 

3. According to Philippians 1, did Paul suffer? How do you know? Give verses to support 
your answer. 
 

4. When you suffer, what purpose does it have? If we can see a purpose in something, it 
helps us endure because we know it’s not in vain. Therefore, let’s look at some verses 
that will show you the purpose in suffering. Note what you learn as you look up each 
passage. 
 

a. 1 Peter 1:6-9 (By the way watch the use of the words “joy” and “rejoice.”) 
 

b. 2 Corinthians 1:7 
 

c. 2 Corinthians 4:11-18 
 

d. Romans 8:16-18 
 

e. John 15:18-21 
 

f. 1 Peter 4:12-16 
 

5. How should you respond to suffering? Read 1 Peter 2:18-25 and list what you learn 
about how you are to respond when you suffer. 

 
Read 2 Timothy 3:12 


